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Book Review
All llaolal nwrwed Ill dais pedodlul 111.Q' 1N1 procgnd fna •
mrdla ..,,,1,Mns S - , HSI 8. . 1 d - Ave,, St..._ II, llo..

IIINllp C.-

America, Tarn to Christ! By Walter A. Maler. Lutheran Bour lllasages, Easter to Christmas 1943. 32 and 341 pagea, 5X7¥.t, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo., 19". $1.75.

Lutheran Bour
pages, 5X7¥.t.
Concordia Publiahing House, St. Louis, Mo., 19'5. $1.75.
Each of thcae volumes brings Introductory summaries of the Lutheran Hour season covered by the enclosed addresses. Dr. Kaler
employs a unique method of presentation In that be operates at the
microphone with a script almost twice the necessary proportions, which
he then conderu:es u he rends. The printed volumes of his sermons bring
the complete manuscript.
A study of Dr. Maier's sermons reveals a deference, In several respects, to standard Lutheran homlleticnl practice. The sermons employ
text., which ·are carefully utilized to provide the ouWne and scaffoldlq
and are copiously quoted. The sermons liberally employ other Biblical extracts. Without exception they express the atonement through
Jesus Christ.
The uniqueness of Dr. Maier's preaching, to judge by these volumes,
Is a trait which is at once a strength and a disadvantage. This is his
idmpllcity of thought. The speaker operates with a brief series of
standard applications. The Gospel message is directed to the solution of
outstanding and easily recognized problems in personal life, in the home,
in education, in citizenship, and in the Church. The devices for achieving this application are also simple and standard. They are: a frequent
hortatory challenge; liberal allusion to current events as parallels and
suggestion; direct and vigorous sketching In of the negative. The latter,
to this reviewer, assumes a more helpful perspective in the extended
bulk of the printed sermons than aeems apparent from the reactions of
some of Dr. Maier's hearers to his spoken messages. In other words,
Dr. Maier's proverbial militancy is in these books ever directed to the
conveying of the Gospel.
Dr. Maier's trend to simplification at times creates the Wusion of
mus pel'IIWLlion. The printed volumes set also this item in proper perapective. He is manifestly concerned with the individual's relation to
God and with the Church or nation simply u the agency toward the
Individual.
An interesting gleaning from this survey wu Dr. Maier's evidently
succeasful endeavor to salvage Abraham Lincoln for the communion
of saints.
Ric:Jwm R. CAl'IOCDD
Christ, Set the World Aright! By Walter A. Maler.
Meanges, New Year to Pentecoat 19'5. 33 and

m
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'l'e Sip • Kot to Sip. By F. B. Mayer, D. D., Profeaor of Systematic
'.l'heoloa, Concordia Seminary, St. Lowa, Mo. Tract No.13'1. Concordia P11bJh•bin1 House, St. I.oula. Mo. 10 cents each; dozen
98 centa; 100, $6.87.
Here ii a pamphlet which many puton have been anxiously awaitq. Dr. Mayer flnt presents the text of the "Apeement and Promise
to be Slsned by Non-Catholic Party" and then abows that this qreement
la 8nt an unfair, aecondly an anti-Scriptural, and thirdly an unchristian
contract. The cloaiq parasraph presenta the dilemma of a ProtestantCatholic cow1lblp. The reviewer knows from hil own ministry what
heartaches develop when acquaintanceahlp between Lutheran and Catholic YGWll people srows to real affection. This tract should be widely
dlaeminateci arnons our young people so that they may be spared the
heartaches and the tears and perhaps the panp of a tormented con11:ienee whlch wU1 come into their lives if they flnore this matter.
L.J.S:m:x
Tteasures of Hope. By the Rev. Alfred Doerffler. Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 274 pages, 8X81/.a.
$2.00.
On the Inside flap of the jacket of this book the publisher says:
''Here ii an ideal book of devotion for the Christian pilgrim who has
PISled the noonday of life. In its pases he will find that 'lisht at evenins
time' which God has promised to every believer in Christ." However,
one should not think that this book of devotional material will serve
1ta purpose only for people of very advanced years. While in the produeUon of it older people were kept in mind and therefore also a larse
type has been used in the printing, yet the Scripture reacllnp, prayers,
and hymns will well serve the dally aplritual needs of the o.ver31e
lather and mother, eapecially when in their household the children have
arrived at the age of their teens. The book contains devotiono.I material
for four weeks, after which it can all well be repeated; also additional
prayers for various occasions, such as Communion prayers, prayers in
days of sickness and convalescence, and a few comforting promises from
Scripture. This book supplies o. reo.I need and ought to have a large sale.
J.H.C.Furz
The History ol Christian Doctrine. By E. H. Klotsche, A. M., Ph. D,.
D.D., Professo1· at Western Theological Seminary, Fremont, Nebr.,
and the Chicago Lutheran Theologico.l Seminary at Mnywood, Ill.
Last chapter by Prof. J. Theodore Mueller, Th. D., Ph.D. 1945.
The Lutheran Literary Board, Burlington, Iowa. 349 pages. $4.50.
When on February 11, 1937, Dr. E. H. Klotsche through his sudden
death was summoned out of this world, the Lutheran Church, and especially the U.L.C.A., with which he was connected, suffered a severe
loss. Ever since his India days, when he ·served in the Leipzig Mission
and had made the acquaintance of Missionaries Noether, Mohn, Kellerbauer, and Freche, he had been a reader of Lc:hTe und WehTe and
entertained a high regard for the position of our chureh body. Through
a strange concatenation of eircumstances his wish to join the Missouri
Synod when he came to America was not realized, but the reviewer is
glad to state that in Dr. Klotsche we possessed o. wann friend on the
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other aide of the aynocllc:al fence. Bis Outline of the Hiltcn1/ of Doctrine
and hla Chrisetan S1/fflboHc• have become favorably known ~ t
the Lutheran Church of America. Theae boob are worb which ahow
that he wu both acholarly and a conservative Lutheran. The book
before ua wu nearing completion when
away.
death matched hbD
The manusc:ript, not .quite finished, wandered hither and thither. Our
esteemed colleague Dr. Mueller was kind enough to add a chapter, In
which the survey is brought up to date.
The present work is more ambitious than the author'• Outline,
which appeared in 1927. While the latter work, following t.be plan of
books on the history of doctrine like those of Harnack and Seeber1,
led the student up to the Reformation era, the present volume cover■
the history of the Church from the beglnnlng to our own day. Among
the most interesting pages of the book ore some In which more recent
theologians and their productions are described.
The method of the author ls simple. He states n few historical fact■
about the author or movement under discussion, nnd then he llsta the
characteristics thnt have to be noted. The remarks are usually brief
and always to the point. There is no padding or other wule of worda.
An excellent preparation for the writing of this book the author provided for himself through producing, besides the very brief Outline of
th:e HiatoTJI of Doctrine, the other book mentioned above, Chriatian Svmbolic:•, where naturally many of the phenomena ore treated whlch
appear in this history of Christian doctrine. Since the work WDS left
Incomplete, the widow of the author was eager to find a well-equipped
person for adding whnt was still missing. Our esteemed colleague
Dr. J. T. Mueller kindly accepted the somewhat difficult assignment to
write the concluding chapter on the Christian doctrine 1n lta modem
setting, 1n which present-day theological trends 1n Europe and America
are treated. Here welcome information is given on positive confesaionalism in Germany, the Borthlnn Movement, the Scandinavian response, Church group interest in England, the Russian soul-search, and
three trends -in America, vi:., the revolt of Modernism against positive
truth, the awakening of neo-Thomism, nnd the neo-orthodox halfway
challenge - quite an apt title for the position of Niebuhr ~ others.
The book is a veritable mine of historical lore. Here and there
Inaccuracies may have slipped in, especially because the author wu
not able to make a fiqa] revision, but, generally speaking, the book is
a worthy and reliable production.
W. ARxn

The J'ehoYllh'■ Witnesses. By Herbert Hewitt Stroup. Columbia Universlw Pres■, New York. 180 pages, 6¼X9¼. $2.25.
It is not dil&cult to analyze the teachlnp of Jehovah'• Witnesses,
beca111e this religious group never grows tired of publlsblng and pedclllng
its publication& But it Is very difficult to find II good, reliable, and
ahaustive treatise on the history, the financial structure, the government, the mlaionary technique, the social and economic background of
tb1s cult. Jehovah's Witnesses have consistently refused to publlsb
pertinent information. The author has succeeded by private intervlnn,
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attandenre •t meetlnp, cmnspoadeace, rwUnc tbalr publlatlom, and
otlm to pther lnfonnatlon which la VU)' helpful In properly
ffaluattq tbla c:ult In lta aoclal llplftcanre 'l'he study abeda llaht cm
11111DY al the pec:ullar and antlaoclal pnctlcea and bellefa of Jehovah'•
W1taeaa
J'.B.IIAYD
'1'lle lrae Bra. By Paul Mallon. Wm. B. Eerdmam Pub'Uahlnl Co.
Grand Rapids, Mlch., 11M5. 119 pqea, 5¼X71Jf&. $1.50.
Thia II a collectlon of twenty-two artlclea written for a nl!WIIPllper
a:,ncllcate durlna 19'3-44 by the popular Wahington columnist Paul
Mallon. 'l'be writer tuea up the cause of what he tenna "common sense
education" over against ''the ruling ollgarcby of well-meaning loose
theoriata" and ''the educational trust," his deac:rlptlon of the progrealve
education group. :Mallon pleads for the restoration of cllsc:lpllne in both
scholanblp and conduct in the schools, for he sincerely believes, 'The
thousht-orilln of progressive education, ita inspiration, pervaded every
Seid of human acUvlty in the ease era. We similarly got away from
IOWld values, not only in chlld raisingeducation,
and
hut in international pollUca, where the given-word in treaty form was made to be
broken, where faith in Christian ethics no longer existed. We got away
from it in our own domestic politics to a considerable extent, and in
bualnea. Contracta were made to he broken. Honor was not respected.
Succesa justifled any loose course. We also veered away from sound
values in finance. We destroyed the morality of money and promoted
every financial artifice to escape sound focta in every direction."
The book discusses the elective system in high schools and colleges,
scholanhip versus mass education, undisciplined classroom teaching, sex
educaUon, the rule by the children of the home and schools of America,
propealve paganism, and other symptoms of modem education. His
c:austJc review of the report on juvenile delinqueney by the Pepper Subcommittee II one· of the high spots in the hook.
Mallon'• outspoken criUcism has brought him a wave of letter■ from
local P. T. A.'s, commentators, newpaper edltora, boards of education and
clusroom teachera, most of which applaud his courage and offer additional evidence to ■uh■tantiate bla them.
While ■ome of the criticism II true only of the lunatic fringe of
progrealve education, which ii the bane of every movement, and some
of his view■ may he questioned, the book II molt 1tlmulating, and his
criticism ■hould he heard by every Chrlatian educator. The publl■her
might have ■et a more moderate price for the 119 pages, of which about
30 are blank or carry only the chapter tlile■•
AllTBUR C. REPP
Walldn' Preacher of the Ozark&. By Gu_y Boward. Harper & Brothen,

New York. 274 pages, S¼X8Jn. $2.50.
Boward'■ ■tory of his work among the humble folk of the
Oarb bu become a best seller, and u a pattern of mlnilteria1 con■ecration it de■ervea consideration, pemaJII, also in th1a periodical. It la
·certainly remarkable for a mlnilter to fonake heckonln1 l?'ND puturu
and to devote his life to helping the putorlea communities In the Ozark
a,a for the mean compensation of fourteen dollan a month. In addlGu_y
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t1cm the author knows how to t.ell a story well and how to depict tbe
almple mountain people in such a way u to reveal their folblea and Yllt
aJao make them dear to the racier. 'l'bere la much of tbe charm ID
thla book which we Snd In Harold Bell Wript'• cJaalcs on the 0DrkL
"l'he mlnlatry of the mountain preacher, of c:oune, cWren from that to
which Lutheran rnlalonaries are accmtomed. It la Jarse]y centered in
revlvallsm and In combating booze. To the reviewer it would INID
u if at times the problem of clrunkennea hu been exagerated to make
a story. At least the problem never appeared to him in the way in which
it ls pictured in this book, when time and again be spent bis vacatlcma
in the Ozarks looking for just such manifestations of human dellnqueney
u are here described. He found the Ozark folk a alncere, lovable, and,
for the greater part, pious people, neighborly and helpful, and despite
unfavorable conditions, much given to Industry and thrift. B~t all this
does not mean that Mr. Howard's story does not make entertaining and
aJao profitable reading.
Jou 'l'moDou :M11'SLLD

BOOKS RECEIVED

From. C011C:Onlfa Publilhing Houae:
Dickie and Donnie on tbe Farm. By Allene Albrecht. 28 pa,-.
81/.zX91/.z. SO cents.
Growlnc Up in Beadln,r. Praetice Book VI. By William Bloom and
Elmer Huedepohl. Consultant: Alfred Schmledlng. 82 pages, 81/.zXll,
45 eents.
F1"0ff1 Abingdo-Cokeaburr, PnH, New YMk:
From Sunset to Dawn. By Leslie R. Smith. 125 pages, 4¼ X8¼.
$1.00.

F10ffl. Wm. B. Eerdmana Publilhing Compa.ny, Gnind Ra-pida, Mic:11.:
When Christ Takes Over. By Dr. Simon Blocker. 105 pages, 51/.zXB.
$1.25.

.

FTOm. Zonderoan Publilhi,ig Houae, Gni11d Rapida, Afich.:
As the Small Rain. By Bob Jones, Jr., Litt. D., L H. D., LL D.
190 pages, 51/.z XB. $1.50.

To Our Subseriben
It l1u been oar custom to retain the names of oar subserlben on om U.C.
for lwo namben aft!!',- the 1111blcrlptlone:irplnd,
bu1111blertptlom
IIO that the
eoald be eonUnaed whnoat lnlenuptlon In cue a renewal came In late. We were
'VU)' happ)' to follow tbla plan at extra expe1111e, but are n - unable to caa•
tlnae Ibis polley became of present eondlUom.
Oar Government bu lnsf1ted that we redaee consumption of paper ud
ellmlnate all poulble wute.
of Iha reslrlcdon In the me of paper II
will become DeeeaarJ' to dlseontlnae 1111blc:rlptlom for all oar perlodlealll wltll
tlle lut number paid for andu the nblc:rlpUon apeemenL We lball, llowner,
-tlnaa oar polley of remlndlq oar sablc:rlbers of the explnUon of Iha llaltllCrlpUon b)' lnsertlns the asaal numbers of notices Jn the second lut and a.
last namben of 111a perlodlcals tlleJ' receive. It ls oar 1lneere llape tllat nr
nbsedben wlll ea-operate with as and the Government by r e n ~ tbelr llaltaerlpUom pnmptly IIJIDll fffflpt or Out ant notice.
.1-, lHS
CONCORDIA PUIILISBDIG BOUD
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